








Technical variants emerging with widely different competitive implications











US

2011: Justice Department and FCC reject 

AT&T acquisition of T-Mobile

2014: Sprint decides not to try merging 

with T-Mobile 

2015: Dish Network & T-Mobile 

reportedly in merger talks

At least until the next election.

EU

“Incumbent operators argue that if they cannot 

merge with their rivals in the same country they will 

be unable to increase their investment. I’ve heard 

this claim quite often, but I have not seen evidence 

that this is the case.  Instead, there is ample 

evidence that excessive consolidation may lead not 

only to less competition and more expensive bills for 

consumers, but that it also reduces the incentives in 

national markets to innovate.  In fact, infrastructure 

investment can be stimulated by competition.”

- Margrethe Vestager, Competition Commissioner, 

June 15 speech “Antitrust in the EU 2015-2016”




